A Savior Sent

A Children’s Christmas Service written by Marie MacPherson (2006)

© Copyright 2008, The Hausvater Project. www.hausvater.org. All rights reserved.

Permission is granted for modification and nonprofit use in your congregation.

If you choose to share modified versions beyond your congregation, you must indicate

that your program is “Adapted from ‘A Savior Sent’” and include this copyright notice.

Scripture passages are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®.

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan.

Part One: Opening of Service

(Welcome by Pastor)

Processional Hymn: “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” – ELH 124


Congregation:


“From heav’n above to earth I come 


To bear good news to ev’ry home; 


Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 


Whereof I now will say and sing:


“To you this night is born a Child


 Of Mary, chosen Virgin mild;


This little Child, of lowly birth, 


Shall be the joy of all the earth.”


Children:


Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 


Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled,


Within this heart, that it may be 


A quiet chamber kept for Thee.


Congregation:


Glory to God in highest heav’n, 


Who unto us His Son hath giv’n!


While angels sing with pious mirth


A glad new year to all the earth.

Invocation

(Opening responsive prayer or psalm)

Part Two: A Savior Needed

Narration: Often, when we think of the Christmas story, we think of Bethlehem and Baby Jesus in the  manger. But the true story of Christmas begins long before the New Testament. It starts at the beginning of the world. All three persons of the Trinity—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—were present to create the world.

Recitation: John chapter one verses one through three: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 

Narration:  In that passage, Jesus is called the Word. Before Jesus came to Earth as a human, He was active at creation. The Second Person of the Trinity helped to create the light and darkness; the heavens and land; the sun, moon, and stars; plants and animals; and the most precious creation of all: humans. Everything God made was very good.

“All Praise to God for This New Day,” Verses One, Six (II), and Doxology

Lyrics: Ryan C. MacPherson (for all the verses, visit www.hausvater.org)

Suggested Melody: Rung, by H. Rung, found in ELH 229: “By Faith We Are Divinely Sure”


Children:


In the beginning was the Word; 


He spoke, all was created.


“Let there be light!” and there was light, 


From darkness separated.


First came the eve, and then the morn: 


Alleluia! Alleluia!


All praise to God on this first day!


“In Our image let Us make man,” 


Husband and wife God made them.


With body, soul, together whole, 


Filled with grace to live for Him.


First came the eve, and then the morn: 


Alleluia! Alleluia!


All praise to God on the sixth day!


All very good, yes very good 


Created by our good God


To glorify His holy name 


And rest in trust where He hath trod-


From Christmas Eve through Easter Morn: 


Renewed creation, God with us!


All praise to God on this new day!

Narration: God created the first people, Adam and Eve, in His image. They were perfect and had souls. They lived in harmony with their Maker, and walked with God in the garden of Eden. In that garden, God had created a special tree called the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. He told Adam and Eve not to eat any of the fruit from this tree. In this way, the first people could show their love and devotion to God. But, perfection didn’t last for long. The devil in the form of a snake approached Eve and tempted her to disobey God.

Recitation: Genesis chapter three verse six: When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye ... she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.

Narration: Adam and Eve had sinned. And through their sin, all people are sinners, including you and me.  St. Paul explains in Romans chapter five verse twelve, “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned.” God cannot tolerate sin. He sent Adam and Eve away from the garden. Since we are children of Adam and Eve, we, too, are separated from God because of sin. Even if we try to make up for our sins by doing good, we fail.

Recitation: Isaiah chapter sixty-four verse six: All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags.

Narration: Adam and Eve needed a Savior. We need a Savior, too.

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” Verses 1, 4, and 5 – ELH 110


Congregation: 


O come, O come, Emmanuel, 


And ransom captive Israel,


That mourns in lonely exile here, 


Until the Son of God appear.


Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 


Shall come to thee, O Israel.


O come, Thou Rod of Jesse’s stem;


From ev’ry foe deliver them


That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 


And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.


Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel


Shall come to thee, O Israel.


O come, Thou Key of David, come,


And open wide our heavenly home;


Make safe the way that leads on high, 


And close the path to misery.


Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 


Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Part Three: A Savior Promised 

Narrations: 

God does not leave His people in despair. As soon as Adam and Eve had sinned against Him, our loving and forgiving God made the very first promise of the Savior. In Genesis three verse fifteen, God tells the devil, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” Through the Old Testament, God’s people clung to the promise of a future Savior who would defeat Satan and undo the effects of sin. 

Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Jesse, David, Solomon. These famous men were all ancestors of the Savior, who was to come. Not only did these Old Testament people provide the family line of the Savior, they also passed on their knowledge of a coming Savior to their children. The Old Testament histories we learn in Sunday School all point the way to the promised future Immanuel—the Son of God who would come to earth to pay for our sins. 

But how were the Israelites, God’s chosen people, to know who the promised Savior would be? God sent people to prophecy what the Savior would be like. His people simply had to trust in the One who fulfilled all of the signs. Here are some prophecies that the Savior would fulfill:

Isaiah chapter seven verse fourteen: Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

Micah chapter five verse two: But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.

Isaiah nine verses six and seven: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom ... from that time on and forever.

Jesus would be the One to fulfill all of these prophecies. He was born of Virgin Mary, came from David’s roots in Bethlehem, and would establish an eternal kingdom. The Israelites now knew for Whom they should look. All they had to do was wait. 

“Salvation Unto Us Is Come,” Verses 1-2, 5-6 – ELH 227


Children:


Salvation unto us is come


By God’s free grace and favor


Good works cannot avert our doom; 


They help and save us never.


Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, 


Who did for all the world atone; 


He is our one Redeemer.


What God doth in His law demand 


No man to Him could render.


Before this Judge all guilty stand; 


His law speaks curse in thunder.


The law demands a perfect heart; 


We were defiled in ev’ry part,


And lost was our condition.


Congregation:


Still all the law fulfilled must be, 


Else we were lost forever,


Then God His Son sent down that 


He Might us from doom deliver;


He all the law for us fulfilled 


And thus His Father’s anger stilled


Which over us impended.


Children:


As Christ hath full atonement made 


And brought to us salvation,


So may each Christian now be glad 


And build on this foundation:


Thy grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 


Thy death now is my life indeed,


For Thou hast paid my ransom.

Part Four: A Savior Sent

Narration: Galatians chapter four verse four says, “But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.” An angel appeared to Mary and announced that she would be the mother of the Savior! She would give birth to a holy human who was fully God and would grow up to atone for the sins of the world!

Magnificat Hymn: “My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord,” ELH 47


Congregation:


My soul doth magnify the Lord;


My spirit shall in God rejoice. 


My low estate He did regard,


Exalting me by gracious choice.


Henceforth all shall call me blest,


For great things He hath done to me.


The mighty God is now my Guest;


The Holy One hath set me free.


His mercy is on all who fear, 


Who trust in Him from age to age.


His arm of strength to all is near;


The proud He scatt’reth though they rage.


The strong He casteth from their seat


And raises men of low degree.


To hungry souls He giveth meat;


The rich depart in poverty.


He helped His servant Israel,


Rememb’ring His eternal grace.


As from of old He did foretell


To Abraham and all his race.


So praise with me the Holy One,


Who cometh in humiliy.


Divine Redeemer, God’s own Son,


Eternal glory be to Thee!

Recitation: Luke 2:1-14 (Children not reciting this portion may be costumed and act out the nativity story in front of the congregation as appropriate.)

“Angels We Have Heard on High” – ELH 116 


Congregation: 


Angels we have heard on high,


 Sweetly singing o’er the plains,


And the mountains in reply, 


Echoing their joyous strains.

        
Children: 


Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.


Congregation: 


Shepherds why this jubilee? 


Why your joyous strains prolong? 


What the gladsome tidings be 


Which inspire your heav’nly song?

        
Children: 


Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.


Congregation:



Come to Bethlehem and see 


Him whose birth the angels sing;


Come adore on bended knee


Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

       
Children: 


Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.


Congregation:


See, within a manger laid, 


Jesus, Lord of heav’n and earth,


Lend your voices, lend your aid 


To proclaim the Savior’s birth!

       
Children:


Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Recitation: Luke 2:15-20 (Children not reciting this portion may be costumed and act out the nativity story in front of the congregation as appropriate.)

“Away in a Manger,” Verses 1 and 3 – ELH 119


Children:


Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 


The little Lord Jesus lay down His sweet head.


The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay,


The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.


Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay


Close by me forever and love me, I pray.


Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care


And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.

Narrations: The Word had become flesh and made his dwelling among us. But Jesus’ work of saving souls had only just begun. The story of Christmas begins at creation, but it doesn’t end until Jesus’ death and resurrection. First Corinthians fifteen verses twenty-one and twenty-two say, “For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.” 

Even though we are all sinners like Adam and Eve, God promised and sent Jesus to wash away our sins! Our Savior came to earth as a baby boy at Christmastime! Second Corinthians five verse twenty-one tells us, “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” Since we are now righteous with God, we know that Jesus will take us to Heaven when we die. What amazing news! Let’s be like the shepherds, and spread this good news to everyone we meet!

“A Savior Sent,” by Marie MacPherson

(Melody/Harmony found in “A Savior Sent - Song” download at www.hausvater.org)


Children:

 
Our Perfect God created all,

 
But all are sinful since the fall.

 
Though we are little children,

 
We, too, are lost within.

 
We beg you for Your mercy, Lord.

 
We need a Savior from sin.

 
From Genesis to Malachi,

 
“Please help,” You heard Your people cry.

 
Though we are little children,

 
Your promise is for us.

 
We cling to prophecies of old,

 
And in our Father we trust.


Congregation:

 
And when the time had fully come,

 
Our God in Heav’n sent down His Son.

 
And we like little children

 
Now let our prayers ascend,

 
We thank you for Your Child, a gift:

 
Our God a Savior sent!


Children:


He died and washed our sins away,


Our God a Savior sent!

Part Five: Closing of the Service

Closing Prayer

Silent Prayer/Reflection

The Lord’s Prayer

Blessing

Recessional Hymn: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” – ELH 125


Congregation:


 Hark! The herald angels sing, 


“Glory to the newborn King!


Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 


God and sinners reconciled!”


Joyful, all ye nations rise, 


Join the triumph of the skies;


With th’angelic host proclaim, 


“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”


Hark! The herald angels sing, 


“Glory to the newborn King!”


Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 


Christ the everlasting Lord,


Late in time behold Him come, 


Offspring of a Virgin’s womb.


Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 


Hail th’incarnate Deity!


Pleased as Man with man to dwell; 


Jesus, our Immanuel!


Hark! The herald angels sing, 


“Glory to the newborn King!”


Hail, the heav’nly Prince of Peace! 


Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!


Light and life to all He brings, 


Ris’n with healing in His wings.


Mild, He leaves His throne on high, 


Born that man no more may die;


Born to raise the sons of earth; 


Born to give them second birth,


Hark! The herald angels sing, 


“Glory to the newborn King!”


Come, Desire of Nations, come, 


Fix in us Thy humble home; 


Rise, the woman’s conqu’ring Seed, 


Bruise in us the serpent’s head.


Adam’s likeness, Lord, efface; 


Print Thine image in its place;


O to all Thyself impart, 


Formed in each believing heart.


Hark! The herald angels sing,


“Glory to the newborn King!”

Announcements
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